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The Prelate had, through the Help of a great 
Memory, the whole Scriptures too ready at hand, 
not to be mindful of his Great Matter’s Com- 
mand, Whatfoever ye would that Men fhould do to 
you, do you even to them: or not to recolleé that 
among the Qualifications to dwell in God's holy 
Hill, the royal Pfalmitt reckons the not backbiting 
with our Tongue, nor doing evil to our Neighbour, 
nor taking up a Reproach againft our Neighbour: or 
to forget of how little Avail all other Attainments 
are without Charity; one Effential of which Vir- 
tue is, not even to think, much more to /peak 
evil. But with thefe in his Thoughts, for him to 
fpeak evil, to take away the good Name of a 
Peer, nay, had it been even of the meaneft Per- 
fon, without Provocation, without any Occafi- 
on; when the Party is dead, when moft of thofe 
who- could have contradiéted it are dead; to re- 
ferve this, till he himfelf who writes it fhould be 
dead, and no longer capable of recanting his Er- 
ror, or making reparation for the Injury, how- 
ever neceffary an Ingredient that be for obtaining 
Pardon at the Hand of God; and as being gone 
hence, he knew he did it with certain Impunity 
to himfelf in this World: I fay, to tran{mic with 
fuch Aggravations a Scandal to all Ages, if his 
Book fhall be fo long thought worth the peru- 
fing, is, furely, a moft unchriftian Act in any 
Man; more ina Father of the Church: and, to 
ufe his own Expreffion, if this word Unchrittian 
feems not decent enough, I will make no other Apolo- 
gy, but that I ufe it, becaufe [ cannot find a worfe. 

The Bifhop fays that an Hiflorian muft tell 
things truly as they ave, and leave the defcanting on 
them to others, Vol. Il. p. 631. But there lies no 
Obligation onan Hiftorian to take away the good 
Name of any Man, in the aggravating manner [ 
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156 The Prefent State of Art. 13: 


have mention’d, when it no ways concerns his 
Hiftory; and even if his Hiftory had required it, 
it was incumbent on him to have fully informed 
himfelf, before he had inferted any thing deroga- 
tory to a Man’s Character and Reputation; or if 
he flatter’d himfelf, that by his Interjeétion, as I 
may call it, of they faid, to falve his Affertion 
from being a direck Falfity; yet that very Salvo 
makes him the more blameable, to fix by a bare 
Hearfay a difhonourable Reflexion on a deceafed 
Man of Quality, and, except by him, of unble- 
mifh’d Honour and Reputation; efpecially, know- 
ing how much more prone the World 1s to im- 
bibe a bad than a good Character of any Man, 
and would think themfelves juftified, in enter- 
taining an ill Opinion on fo great an Authority. 
In what he has done, is it poffible to clear him 
from the great Sin of giving Scandal, according 
to the Definition all eminent Divines give there- 
of, in Contradiftin@tion from the Sin of taking it. 
When a Man profeffing Chriftianity, a Bifhop 
of the Chriftian Church * leaves behind him fuch 
a Work as a Sort of Te/tament or dying Speech, not 
to appear, or Je read or confidered, ull he is gone, 
and can /peak no more; will his earneftly T begging 
of God to dirett him therein, induce his Readers 
to think fuch a dying Speech to be the Dictate of 
God’s Holy Spirit, the God of Truth, and not 
rather the Inftigation of the Father ot Lies ? Nor 
will any Proteftations he makes, prevail on them 
to believe |} is Intention in writing was not to blaft 
the Memory of fome, how much foever it might 
be not to exalt others; for indeed in that he has, 
through his whole Work, exclufive of himfelf, 
generally taken care enough not to exceed. N 24 
Wi 
| Ibid. p. 644. 


* Vol. II. p. 633. 4 Ibid. p. 634. 
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Art.13. the Republick of Letters. 157 


will it need any great Degree of Candor in his 
Readers to have his Prayer to God anfwer’d, that 
it may be read with the fame Candor and Sincerity 
with which he has written it; for how much he 
had of thofe, every Man will judge from the 
Work itfelf; and his Readers will, without the 
Liberty he fo gracioufly gives them, think they 
have a right to defcant on his Performance, and 
on him too for it. And happy for the Memory 
of this Prelate, that a more generous Temper 
than his own governs fome, who are old enough 
to remember him, and able enough to convey his 
Character to Pofterity! 

Had he followed the Rule he lays down for 
other Prelates, but which I believe he himfelf lefs 
obferved than any Prelate of his Time, that the 
more abfiratied Bifbops live (from the World, from 
Courts, from Cabals, and from Parties) they will 
have the more Quiet within themfelves, their Thoughts 
will be free, and lefs entangled, and they will, in 
Conclufion, be the more refpetied by all: It could 
not have been retorted upon him from St. Pazi, 
Thou which teacheft another, teacheft thou not thy 
felf? Thou that makeft thy boaft of the Law, thro’ 
breaking the Law difbonoureft thou God? Therefore 
thou art inexcufable, O Man; for thou that judgeft 
doft the fame things. And thinkeft thou, that thou 
fhalt efcape the Fudgment of God? And from St. 
James, ina few Lines after mentioning this very 
Point of {peaking evil of another, that to him 
that knoweth to do good, and doth it not; and, by 
parity of reafon, to him that knoweth what is 
doing evil, and doth it, to him it is Sin. 

Should I fay all I could on the matter, it wou’d 
{well this to a Volume inftead of a Letter; I muft 
therefore ftop, having already detained you too 
long. But a dutiful Regard to the Memory of 
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my Father has led me into this Prolixity; for in- 
deed it raifed my Indignation to read the Paflage 
I blame. And as I am not Stoick enough to be 
unmoved at fo vile aReflection on him; {o what- 
foever I have here faid ought to be looked on as 
a juft Refentment, not a falling into the Crime I 
condemn in the Bifhop of fpeaking evil of the 
Dead, and I hope will obtain your Pardon to, 


STIR, 


WARRINGTON. 





ARTICLE XIV. 
State of Learning. 


TREVIS A. 


G4 Pianta, Bookfeller in this City, is 
printing by Subfcription, an /talian Tranfla- 
tion of the Hiftories of Phyfick, wrote original- 
ly in French by M. Le Clerc; and in Engli/h by 
Dr. Freind. It will be two Volumes in Folio. 
The firft is to contain Le Clerc’s Hiftory, with 
his Letter to Dr. Freind. The fecond, Dr. 

Freind’s 
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Art. 14. the Republick of Letters. 159 
| Friend’s Hiftory alone. The Subf{cription-Price 


of this Work is 37 Livres Venice. ‘Thofe who 
do not fub{cribe muft pay 50. The firft Volume 
will be publifhed the End of this Year. 


HAMBOU RG. 


y, avs Vandenhoeck has given, under the 
Name of London, an Edition of Sappho’s 
Poems, publithed by the celebrated M. Wolfius, 
Profeffor in the Univerfity of this City. Its Ti- 
tle is, Sapphus, Poetrie Lesbia, fragmenta & elo- 


| gia quotquot in Auttoribus antiquis Grecis €§ Lati- 
| nis reperiuntur, cum Virorum Dottorum notis inte- 


gris, &c. 
AMSTERDAM. 


Frederic Bernard fells here, L’ Hiftoire Critique 
* de Manichée &§ du Manichéi{m, par M. de 
Beaufobre. 1734. in 4fo. 


VENTICE. 


T is fome time fince F. B. Pa/quali finifhed a 
new Edition of the Byzantine Hiforians in 


» 22 Volumes in Folio. He is printing a 23d Vo- 


lume, which cannot but prove very acceptable 
to the Learned, as it will ferve for a Supplement, 
as well to the Paris Edition, as to this new one 
at Venice. On this Account it will be fold fepa- 
rately. 

The firft Piece in it is the Hiftory of Con/fan- 
tinople from Leo the Armenian to Bafil the Macedo- 
nian. Fofeph Genefius, the Author, wrote it at 
the Command of Conjtantine Porphyrogeneta. It 
was never publifh’d before. The other Pieces in 
this Volume haye been printed at different times. 
VERONA. 
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VERONA. 


Ames Vallarfi has printed a new Edition of the 
Letters, Differtations, and other Works of 
P. Froutou, Canon Regular of St. Genevieve, and 
Chancellor of the Univerfity of Paris. The 
Title is as follows: Epiftole €f Differtationes Ec- 
clefiaftice. Calendarium Romanum nongentis annis 
antiquius, notis Ef indicibus illuftratum. §. Ivonis 
Epifcopi Carnotenfis Vita, &fc. Accedunt in hac 
Editione variantes Lettiones, atque Emendationes 
Calendarii Romani ex alio vetuftiort MS. Carnotenfi 
per venerabilem CardinalemThomafium excerptae, at- 
que ex ejus Autographo nunc primum edite. 1733. 
In 8v0. 


MILAN. 


Argelati has already publifhed the third 
e Volume of Sigonius’s Works: He has 
undertaken to give a compleat Edition of them. 





